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Understanding & Testing Backflow Device Assemblies 

 
MWWA Course: MWWA 21-008 

 
Testing a backflow prevention device assembly is not just connecting hoses and noting the results. 
Understanding how a backflow prevention device assembly is designed to prevent backflow is just as 
important as the results obtained from the test.  The hydraulics in the piping system both upstream and 
downstream of the backflow prevention device assembly must be evaluated in order understand the 
significance of the test results. What is the purpose of testing a backflow prevention device assembly? Is 
the backflow prevention device assembly meeting the standards? Is it providing protection? What is the 
significance of pass or fail? Does the downstream shut-off valve have to be drip-tight to perform the test? 
Can you test a backflow prevention device assembly with backpressure present? These topics will be 
discuses in this half day class. 
 
Learning Objectives: 
 

• Review the proper installation and operation of backflow prevention devices assembly devices. 
• Learn how to evaluate upstream and downstream hydraulics. 
• Discuss the common problems encountered when performing device testing.  

 
This course is approved for 2.0 TCHs (Training Contact Hours) for Massachusetts and Rhode Island Water 
Operators. It will be taught using the Zoom platform.  Participants will need to have a reliable highspeed 
internet connection and computer device with both video and audio capability.  Please review our Student 
Expectations for Attending Virtual Training at www.masswaterworks.org/education. 
 
LOCATION:   Remote Training via Zoom 
DATE:  Tuesday, May 18, 2021 
TIME:   8:30 – 11:30 a.m. 
COST:  $50 Members; $75 Nonmembers 
 
INSTRUCTOR:   James Holeva, JCH Environmental Services 
 
AGENDA 8:30 – 8:45 AM Course Overview & Introductions 

 8:45 – 9:45 AM Review of Backflow Prevention Device Assemblies 

 9:45 – 10:00 AM Break 

 10:00 – 11:00 AM Proper Device Testing 

 11:00 – 11:30 AM Q & A, Conclusions & Course Evaluations 

Registrations must be done on-line (www.masswaterworks.org).  If you need registration assistance, please 
email adminmwwa@masswaterworks.org or call 978-263-1388. 

 
ATTENDANCE & TCH POLICY: Participation of the attendees will be confirmed throughout the Zoom session.  

Participation and completion of an online evaluation form are necessary to be eligible for TCHs.  TCHs will be 
issued only when full payment is received. 
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